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This Cruise Book is presented to the officers and en-

listed men of VMA 121, Working hand in hand, they have
instilled the spirit so essential to the framework of such
a fine organization as '121, This book has been put together
with the hopes that it will serve as a momento for all who

were privilegedtoserve with VMA 121's "GREEN KNIGHTS".




dn Memorinm

"It is in giving that we receive, in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and in dying that we are born to eternal life."

Major Donald Bruce CAMPBELL
Captain Dale Alan LUSTER

First Lieutenant James R. REESE

dIn Bedication

First Lieutenant Walter Roy SCHMIDT, Jr.

Prisoner of War




THE KNIGHTS OF OLD

Marine Attack Squadron 121 was originally commissioned a fighter
squadron on June 24, 1941, Four days after the Japanese attack on Pearl
‘Harbor, the "Green Knights'" moved to San Diego for intensive combat
training, and left the states in August of 1942 to participate in the
Marine Corps' first offensive of World War II--Guadalcanal.

The first step in the Pacific was New Caledonia, where VMF-121
remained until Henderson Field on Guadalcanal had been secured,
Flying Grumman F4F's, the first echelon touched down at Henderson
on September 25, 1942, and from then until almost 2 years later, pilots
were entangled in a bitter struggle for air superiority. Captain Joe
Foss, then XO of 121, and other great Marine Aces of the war made
their marks in history during this period., Captain Foss, the second
leading ace in Marine Corps history, scored 26 enemy kills and was
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. While on Guadalcanal,
121 was awarded both the Presidential Unit Citation and the Navy Unit
Citation,

After completion of three tours in the Solomen's, the squadron
moved to MCAAF Mojave in October of 1943, to be reoutfitted and
retrained. Again, in July, 1944, 121 entered the Pacific Theatre, flying
strikes against enemy installations at Pelilieu and Yap until the end of
the war. The squadron returned to the states with an impressive record
of 208 enemy Kkills, a record that was unsurpassed by any other Marine
Squadron.

Reactivated at MCAS El Toro in 1946, after a brief period of
decommissioning, 121 conducted routine training until the outbreak of
the Korean Conflict. Redesignated VMA-121 and flying AD-2's, the
squadron earned fame as the "Heavy Haulers' of Marine Aircraft Group
12 by dropping more tonnage of bombs, rockets, and napalm on enemy
targets than any other squadron. After the Korean Armistice the squadron
flew the AD Skyraider and the F-9 Panther in Korea, Japan, and MCAS
El Toro. In the fall of 1958, VMA-121 received the new A4D-2 Skyhawks
at E1 Toro.

From 1960 to 1965, VMA 121 served in five Far Eastern countries
and aboard the two carriers, USS TICONDEROGA and USS CORAL SEA.
They also deployed to NAS Cecil Field, Florida, during the Cuban
Crisis of 1962.

The squadron returned to El1 Toro in April, 1965, and began re-
forming that same month. VMA-121 trained extensively in conventional
weapons delivery in preparation for their deployment to the Vietnam
war zone. In August of 1966, the "Green Knights' flew their A4E Sky-
hawks across the Pacific to Iwakuni, Japan. They made their final
preparations and completed extended training prior to 121's deployment
to Chu Lai, Rvn, and assumed combat operations on 1 December, 1966,
Vma-121 made its mark on the record books of the Vietnam War when,
in May of 1967, its last month of combat operations before deploying
to Iwakuni for training, 121 dropped ordnance in excess of 1700 tons,
shattering all previous records.

Returning to Chu Lai in September of 1967, the "Green Knights"
continued their impressive record as a top Marine Attack Squadron,









